
COPYRIGHT
& CREATIVE COMMONS

a GUIDE TO

Becoming Copyright Aware

Traditional 
Copyright

Creative 
Commons

Public 
Domain

Work cannot be used, 
adapted,  copied or 

published without the 
owner's permission.

Work may be used 
without permission  but 
only in accordance with 

the rules set by the 
licence.

Work can be used, 
adapted, copied and 
published completely 

without restrictions, no 
permission needed.

All original work is 
protected under 

copyright when it is 
created.

Copyright expires 70 years 
after the death of the 

creator or date of 
publication. Some work is 
immediately placed in the 

Public Domain.

Work that the 
creators have chosen 

to licence under 
Creative Commons

It's a spectrum?

All rights 

reserved

Some rights 

reserved

All rights 

waived

Creative Commons is not anti-copyright, but allows users to put 

rights on a spectrum.

To find out more go to 
http://www.copyright.org.au/ 
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Technology makes it easier than ever to reproduce, create and communicate 
content. This ease of production and reproduction means we must all be aware 
of our rights and responsibilities as content creators and content consumers.  


